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and he moved that a committee be appointed to consider the
nature of these obligations. Goffe, a religious enthusiast akin to
the fifth-monarchy1 men, now and later spoke like one inspired.
To understand his speeches is to understand the spirit that
animated the New Model army. Let them not be ashamed to
declare to all the world, he urged, that their councils and their
ways were not altogether such as the world hath walked in. For
they had a dependency upon God. He seemed to be throwing
down the glory of all flesh and had thrown down the glory of the
king and his party and the presbyterians in the City of London.
Let them therefore beware lest they in their turn be thrown
down as a punishment for their timidity and worldliness.2
He proposed that the next day should be set apart to seek the
Lord in a prayer meeting. Wildman, the leveller, tried to show
that engagements need not be kept if they worked unexpected
hardships. Then Ireton, a great champion of the existing social
order, laid down the sole basis of right, 'that wee should keepe
covenant one with another'. He poured scorn on the law of
nature and argued that security of property rested upon the
observance of contracts.3 In the end both Cromwell's and
Goffe's suggestions were adopted. A committee was appointed
and the prayer meeting arranged. At the latter Goffe was the
spokesman for those who believed that the army had a divine
mission to perform. Antichrist, he said, had been at work a
long time, and had entwined himself with the church. It was
said in the Book of Revelation that the kings of the earth should
give up their power unto the beast and in fact they had sur-
rendered it to the pope. In England kings had been instruments
to cast off the papal supremacy and yet they had assumed the
same place. Now was the time when this mystery of iniquity
should be destroyed and in this work there should be a company
of saints, many of whom had been employed those last five or
six years. Let them beware lest they endeavour to set up again
that power whose ruin had been decreed on high.4 He con-
cluded with a strong plea for unity and patience.
Later the Agreement itself was discussed—particularly man-
hood suffrage. Rainborow, who represented the section of the
army that had fought to make England a democracy, said, 'I
1 The last of the five universal monarchies foretold by Daniel (chap. 2) was to
be the reign of Christ.	a The Clarke Papers, i. 254.
3 Ibid., pp. 263-4.	4 Ibid., pp. 282-3.

